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Christmas
in perspective

Writing a Christmas message is always a challenge. Should I be upbeat and joyful, emphasising the
good times of this period of year, and looking forward to a NewYear of hope and opportunity and
leave the worries and stresses of modern life to be considered on a future occasion?

Or should I contemplate the past 12 months where turmoil and grief dominated world news bulletins and simply make a
plea for a better year ahead?

The true meaning of Christmas is the celebration of the birth of Christ, who is God in the flesh, who died on the cross and
rose from the dead for our sins. So it is a time of great importance to our faith and that of fellow Christians.

Yet it is also a time of the year when those of many other faiths and indeed those of none, gather to celebrate, perhaps not
as we Catholics should strive to do, but in their own ways to mark this season with acts of worship, kindness, goodwill and
sharing, of reaching out.

Somy hope this year is that our worship as a family might drawmore and deeper meaning to parishioners, to their families
and friends and thus send out amessage of true goodwill towards each other, in particular towards those of different faiths,
nationalities and backgrounds.

It is truly a time to rejoice in bringing to mind the birth of Our Lord Jesus and to believe that His presence is alive and ever
with us, guiding us in times of great unrest and giving each and everyone the strength to follow in His footsteps.

Its the time of year when those who study or work away from home return to celebrate with family and friends what is now
known as the festive season, more so I fear than the time when we recall the birth of Christ.

But it's also a time when attendances at our church ceremonies tend to increase and for that wemust surely be thankful and
indeed pray that such contact might encouragemore frequent attendance at Holy Mass and sacraments in the coming year.

And of course there are the very real challenges for many, of finding the resources with which to celebrate, to help Santa
provide gifts for children and in too many situations the challenge simply of meeting family financial commitments.

So there is much essential work performed by the likes of the members of the St. Vincent De Paul Society, The Parish One
World Group, The Salvation Army and others such as AgeNI. It is therefore true charity to try to help these organisations as
they quietly , with sensitivity and mostly unseen, go about their efforts of bringing comfort and support to those in need.
This special jubilee Year of Mercy is about this as much as devotion, about action, as well as prayer.

The past twelve months have of course brought terrible acts of violence to cities and countries worldwide and caused
death andmayhemon an increasinglyworrying frequency. So our thoughts and prayersmust go to thosewho have suffered
and thosewho continue to suffer inwhatever land , creed or culture, be they the citizens of Europe, America, theMiddle East,
Russia, Israel or Palestine or the many countries of Africa where strife is ever present. As Pope Francis has said, “The Third
WorldWar is presently being fought in little bits and pieces.”

And of course wemust remember those who serve in safeguarding our western freedoms and those who give their lives or
are injured in defence of much that we take for granted.

The sad scenes of refugees fleeing war torn counties cause continuing anguish and their efforts at seeking new lives and
opportunities present us all with challenges of how wemight reach out and offer help and protection. So there is an onus
on us all to influence our politicians on how such peoples can be helped and a need for everyone to share the responsibility
for our governments to act timely with charity and goodwill.

As a parishwe look forward to helping refugeeswherewe can and at the same time look forward to developing the pastoral
communities whichwill bring our neighbouring parishes into closer communion and help our parishioners share talents and
activities in an every challenging world.



I pay tribute to all our
parishioners and groups who have
helped make these past twelve months so
eventful and memorable, in particular those involved
with the Ordination of Fr. Conor Mc Carthy and the
Golden Jubilee of Sister Mary, both splendid occasions
which reflected the great talent, skills and
commitment of our parish community and which
drewmany compliments from our visitors.

I thank the Parish Pastoral Council for its vital work in
the development of our parish and I ask that we all
bear in our minds and prayers those who are alone at
this time, in hospital or suffering ill health and think
also of those who are in the caring professions and
other vital services over our season of liturgical
celebrations. With both my parents in hospital I and my
family know the great value of their gifts.

On behalf of Sister Mary and myself I wish you all peace
and happiness at this most holy time and offer sincere
best wishes for the New Year with the thought that
perhaps each of youmight consider starting and ending
every day with a short prayer trying to carry out small
acts of help and love for each other.

May this Year of Mercy inaugurated by Pope Francis, be
a special time for us- the church-, a time to “gaze more
attentively on mercy so that we may become a more
effective sign of the Father's actions in our lives.”

Father Feargal O’Grady
Parish Priest
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Great Taste awardwinning bakerMark Douglas who trades under the title of the
Krazy Baker, held participants spellbound as he demonstrated his baking talents
at a recent bake- in held in the Parish Centre.

Making his second appearance in the Parish, the event with compère Gerry Carson
and organised by BettyMc Carthy and theWelcomeMinistry, was aimed at raising
funds to continue the refreshment activitiesmounted by theMinistry at special
Masses and events in the Parish and to help offset the costs of newmaterials for the
Children's Liturgy activities at weekendMasses.

Lisburn bornMark, now a resident in Dromore, took to his street food baking after seeing
baked breads on offer atmarkets he visited on various city breaks throughout Europe.
However he decided that rather than have products baked off site, he would bake fresh in
themarket place on an old fashioned griddle and using a small gas powered oven.

“Anything that can be baked on a griddle,I do it, “Mark told his audience.“I bake a variety
of goods, anything that does not need yeast,, from soda farls to potato and apple cakes
to fluffy pancakes.”

Andwith that hemoved swiftly into action, aided by his son Brandonwho
operated a video camera which relayed close up film images to a
large screen showing each step asMark demonstrated first the art
of making deliciousmince pies and shortbread. And then after a
break when tea and coffee with apple pie and fresh creamwas
served, hemade swiftly, small pancakes finishedwith a variety of
toppings with his other son Anton lending a hand. And not
surprisingly, guests devoured these almost as fast as hemade them!

“I enjoy this kind of demonstration,”Mark confessed,“ I find it fun and
enjoyable and hopefully the audiences sharemy feelings,” And enjoy
his skill participantsmost surely did, Mark answering questions with his
wisecracking good humour, but politely pointing out that while he
willing gives details aboutmost of his recipes, when it comes to products such as his award
winning shortbread he regards these as purely personal and not to be divulged.

Among the gold star awards he has achieved is one for potato apple bread andmore
recently another gold for his shortbreadmadewith the prestigious County Down
produced Abernethy Butter.

As the Krazy Baker, Mark bakes atmarkets across Northern Ireland. You can find him at his
regular Sunday slot at the Crumlin RoadMarket in Belfast and theThursday Folktown
Market (also in Belfast). Look out for him also at events which include the Balmoral Show,
Lurgan Show, Antrim Show, Comber Potato Festival, and events in Dalriada and
Portadown and beyond. He also does demonstrations and baking classes in workplaces,
clubs and schools.

BettyMc Carthy paid tribute to themany parishioners who had helped tomake the event
such a success.

“ It was great to havemembers of theWelcomeMinistry backed bymany others assist
in preparing the hall, making and serving refreshments. Kathleen Hill supplied the
tablecloths, Margaret and Pat Brophy travelled cross town to the caterers and Noel and
Margaret Redmond ran a terrific tombola stall.”

And sounding rather like a certain BarryMc Guigan she also thanked Parish Centre
Manager Gerry Barry for his assistance, Colin Reagan for handling the sound system and all
those who braved the terrible weather to attend.

Sonia Donnelly, present with her daughter, made her attendancewell worth while when
shewon the Christmas hamper raffle.

Martin Young

Krazy Baker's Bake -
in at St. Anne's



No one
should have
No one
at Christmas
says Age NI
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Thousands of older people in Northern Ireland are facing the ups
and downs of life almost entirely alone. One in three older people
here tell us that they are lonely, Age NI explain. They have no one
close to share the good times with, to go to for support when life
is tough.

That is why AgeNI launched its winter campaign“No on should
have no one”earlier this month. The aim is to raise awareness and
tackling the heart breaking fact that the festive season can be a
very lonely time of the year for many older people.

“ Look out for our campaign,” the organisation urges, ”remember
that everyone could make a big difference by checking in on
older family and friends this Christmas.”

Having someone to turn to at any age is important to us all, AgeNI
stress. Everyone faces ups and downs, that's why their First
Contact Service and Advice Service provide companionship and
support to thousands of people each year.

Being there for those who need us isn't only about tackling the
really big problems and issues. It's about helping to provide the
little things that can truly make a difference. Remember how you
felt the last time someone made you a cup of tea after a hard day
or how good it was to hear from a friend who just rang to say
hello? Its about those times when people really miss having
someone around them who cares.

To contact AgeNI simply call 90245729 or visit their website:

ageni.org

Get up
and Go
Advice for
older people
The Chartered Society of
Physiotherapy together with Saga
and Public Health England have
produced a new publication “Get up
and Go”offering important advice
on how older people can prevent
falls and stay steady.

And with the weather becoming
colder with frost, ice and snow
looming in the days ahead, this
advice is timely indeed. The booklet
tackles commonmyths about
falling, giving a check list which
helps the individual or carer decide
whether there are risks and there is
considerable range of advice on how
to reduce the chances of falls by
improving one's balance, muscle
strength and more.

There is also a new online video
which gives a general guide for the
public on assessing the risks of falls.
Well worth checking out! So to
download the guide and watch the
video go to:

bit.ly/get_up_and_go

Martin Young
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Hark the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!

Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled"
Joyful, all ye nations rise

Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem"
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"

Christ by highest heav'n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord!

Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a Virgin's womb

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail the incarnate Deity

Pleased as man with man to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel

Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings
Ris'n with healing in His wings

Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"

Away In a Manger

Away in a manger,
No crib for His bed
The little Lord Jesus

Laid down His sweet head

The stars in the bright sky
Looked down where He lay

The little Lord Jesus
Asleep on the hay

The cattle are lowing
The poor Baby wakes
But little Lord Jesus
No crying He makes

I love Thee, Lord Jesus
Look down from the sky
And stay by my side,
'Til morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus,
I ask Thee to stay

Close by me forever
And love me I pray

Bless all the dear children
In Thy tender care

And take us to heaven
To live with Thee there.

Silent Night

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright.

Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the Saviour is born!
Christ the Saviour is born

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God love's pure light.

Radiant beams fromThy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth

Christmas Carols and Poems
The First Noel

The First Noel the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds

in fields as they lay;
In fields as they lay, keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,

And so it continued both day and night.

And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,

And to follow the star wherever it went.

This star drew nigh to the northwest,
O'er Bethlehem it took it rest,

And there it did both stop and stay
Right over the place where Jesus lay.

Then entered in those wise men three
Full reverently upon their knee,
and offered there in his presence

Their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.

Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord;

That hath made heaven and earth of naught,
And with his blood mankind hath bought
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Once In Royal David's City

Once in royal David's city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,

Where a mother laid her Baby
In a manger for His bed:

Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little Child.

He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;

With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

And through all His wondrous childhood
He would honor and obey,

Love and watch the lowly maiden,
In whose gentle arms He lay:
Christian children all must be
Mild, obedient, good as He.

For he is our childhood's pattern;
Day by day, like us He grew;

He was little, weak and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feeleth for our sadness,
And He shareth in our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that Child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above,
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,

We shall see Him; but in heaven,
Set at God's right hand on high;

Where like stars His children crowned
All in white shall wait around.

A Song Was Heard
At Christmas

A song was heard at Christmas
To wake the midnight sky:

A saviour's birth, and peace on earth,
And praise to God on high.
The angels sang at Christmas
With all the hosts above,

And still we sing the newborn King
His glory and his love.

Timothy Dudley-Smith

My Christmas Wish To YOU

If I could wish a wish for you,
it would be for peace, faith, and happiness

not only at Christmas,
but for the whole year through!

I wish that there always be food on your table.
That you always give to those less fortunate.

May you always take time to share,
and thank those who have blessed you.

I wish for time, so you may reflect
on the blessings that you have,
and that you express your love
to those who are dear to you.

May you never feel lonely,
because there are those who care.
That you realize: you are special,

you are unique, you make a difference,
not only at Christmas, but all year!

I wish for your thoughts to be positive ones,
that you never quit, that you never give up,

and that you continue to learn.

I wish for the love, and peace of God,
to be yours always.

Catherine Pulsifer

Let Every Day
Be Christmas

Christmas is forever,
not for just one day,

for loving, sharing, giving,
are not to put away

like bells and lights and tinsel,
in some box upon a shelf.
The good you do for others
is good you do yourself.

NormanW. Brooks



Parishioners have been quick to pick up some really special and unique Christmas
gifts at the OneWorld group's December weekend sales stands in the Parish Centre
held after all Masses.

Now in existence for some thirty five years- it was started initially by a small group
lead by Marie Carson and Rosie Mc Laughlin- the group has some seven members
under the chairmanship of Barbara Tuite, who also works part time in the Parish
office.

“We have great support from our husbands and families,” stressed Barbara, “ but we
are always on the look out for more member's, so any parishioners with a little time
to spare a few times a month would be very welcome to join us.”

The goods on offer range from specialist Traidcraft teas and coffees, to chocolates,
cereals, nuts, honey and jams, to soft toys, craft goods in wood and metal, birthday
cards and at this time of the year Christmas cards

“We have a steady stream of regular patrons at our monthly sales,”Barbara
explained.”They concentrate on buying tea and coffee and light kitchen goods,
and so they provide us with a regular source of income.”Fresh tea coffee and
biscuits are also available to shoppers from the small kitchen usually manned by a
husband of one of the group's members.

The group meets once a month to plan business, and helps support Fr. Tony
Coney's Children's project in Peru in South America. The weekly ceile organised by
Mairead Mc Keown eachWednesday night in the Parish Centre raises funds
specifically for the Peruvian activity.

And the second hand book stall staffed by retired building trades contractor John
Burgoyne is a major attraction at the monthly sales sessions. On offer are hard and
soft backed books of every description from romantic novels to hard hitting crime,
mystery and detective yarns plus a steady supply of children's books, both fiction
and factual.

John first got interested in books stalls some years ago when he helped out at the
annual Christmas fare show hosted in its formative time by Lagan College. “ The
books brought in a fairly good income, “ John recalled. “ However when the college
became a formal part of the eduction system the need for the fund raising fare just
died out.”

So a few years go when Brain Hill, husband of then OneWord Group member
Kathleen, asked him to hold a stall in the Parish Centre he quickly became a
regular feature of the fund raising efforts.

A keen reader, John's current interests are in novels by Ian Rankin and factual
books around the 1916 events in Irish history. But in essence he ”just likes reading!”

Martin Young
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One World Group -
unique Christmas gifts
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Eucharistic adoration is a sign of devotion to
and worship of Jesus Christ in which the
Blessed Sacrament is exposed and adored
by the faithful. As a devotion, Eucharistic
adoration and meditation are more
than merely looking at the Blessed
Host, it is a continuation of what was
celebrated in the Eucharist.

In parishes adoration has been
performed by volunteer parishioners
since the 20th century. In the
opening prayer of the Perpetual
Chapel in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome,
Pope John Paul II prayed for a perpetual
adoration chapel in every parish in the
world. Pope Benedict XVI instituted
perpetual adoration for the laity in each of
the five sectors of the diocese of Rome.

St Anne’s Eucharistic Adoration
We set up Eucharistic Adoration in St. Anne’s at Easter
2012 with 132 parishioners committing to spend one hour
per week in Adoration, in remembrance of the request by
Jesus to Peter and other disciples in the Garden of
Gethsemane ‘Could you not stay awake with me for one
hour ?’ (Matthew 26: 36-46). Jesus needed the company of
his friends during that night knowing what lay in store for
Him at Calvary. It was then that the well used phrase was
first recorded- ‘the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak.’

Since then, sad to report, we have witnessed a steady
decline in attendance to a current average of 80
parishioners a week over this past eighteen months.
Adorers formally record their restful hour of meditation,
prayer or scripture reading by ticking their name in our
register. The primary reason for this is so that our co-
ordinators can see at a glance if there is a weak hour where
possibly only one Adorer is present. This hour would
hopefully be strengthened by new parishioners either
formally or informally filling the gap.

Adoration takes place everyWednesday and Thursday from
after the 10.00 amMass until 9.00pm and from after the
10.00 amMass on Saturday until noon. From our first few
weeks, Adorers said that they found the hour seemingly
interminable but with the passage of time, they now realise
that their hour flies in, and they look forward to spending
this special time in the company of their friend and teacher,
Jesus truly present - Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity.

In Adoration, we can hear
the ‘still, small voice’of our
Creator, telling us what He
wants us to be. Like a
magnet, The Lord draws
us to Himself and gently
transforms us. In its fullest
essence ... Eucharistic
Adoration is "God and
Man reaching out for each
other, at the same time."

So on the next occasion you are passing St. Anne’s when
Adoration is ongoing, make a diversion, take advantage of
what’s on offer, call and experience this special time, even
for fifteen minutes, you might come away a changed
person. Indeed make a NewYear’s resolution either to
come back on board or to give it a try – it could become a
life-long initiative, a habit well worth acquiring.

The Blessed Sacrament
is exposed in a Monstrance

David O’Doherty

Eucharistic Adoratio

n
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Why a year of Mercy?
‘I present this Extraordinary Jubilee Year dedicated to living out
in our daily lives themercy which the Father constantly extends
to all of us.’.’

As most parishioners know, Pope Francis has established a
Jubilee Year of Mercy which started on the 8th of this month
and runs to 20th November 2016 . The aim of the year is to
demonstrate that Mercy is at the very heart of the Christian's
life, to remind us that this Mercy is the cornerstone of the
church and to encourage us to make this Mercy the mission
and cornerstone of our own lives. Just as the publican in the
Gospel passage recognised his own unworthiness before
God saying, ‘O God be merciful to me, a sinner’,the challenge
is for each of us is to walk through the Door of Mercy which
was opened at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome on the 8th
December by Pope Francis and which was mirrored in our
own diocese at St. Patrick’s Belfast on December 13th.

In order to ‘rediscover Mercy’ in our own lives Pope Francis
suggested some ways for us to THINK, PRAY and ACT during
the year, particularly on specially designated Days of Mercy
throughout the year on the last Friday of each month
beginning on 29th January and concluding on 28th
October 2016, ‘a day of prayer, fasting and alms giving; a
day when we remember God’s mercy for us and share that
mercy with others.’

Pope Francis invites us to rediscover the central place of the
Word of God in our prayer and in our lives. He urges

us to rediscover the value of silence
in order that theWord of God can
speak to us, live in us and thus
transform us. During this year the
Holy Father invites us to discern that
showing mercy to others not only
has a positive effect on them, it also
has a formative effect on us.

Being merciful to others, especially
those who have hurt us, can be
difficult. Francis knows, from personal experience, how it
feels to be treated harshly and unjustly by others – even by
those in the Church. However he reassures us that being
merciful is the better path to follow. He writes: “At times
how hard it seems to forgive! And yet pardon is the
instrument placed into our fragile hands to attain serenity
of heart. To let go of anger, wrath, violence and revenge are
necessary conditions of living joyfully.”

For centuries Christian people have shownmercy in two
ways; by attending to people’s physical and emotional
needs, and by offering moral and spiritual guidance. ‘Mercy’
is not just a concept to be thought about and prayed over, it
is a gift from God that must be lived. By showingmercy to
others, we are witnessing to our faith in God.

“It is bymy deeds that I will show youmy faith.”
(James 2:18).

Christians are called to pray in their homes, worship in their
churches and serve the needs of their ‘neighbours’ in the
world, both their physical and spiritual needs.

Our own Bishop of Down and Connor Noel Teanor has
issued a special Jubilee Year of Mercy pastoral letter which
is in circulation and also available on the diocesan website:
www.downandconnor.org and next month the diocese
will publish a small booklet giving details of the
programme of events for the year.

Ronan Wright

The ‘Door of Mercy’ in St Patrick’s will be opened
at 7-8pm on the following dates during 2016:

26 February 29 July
25 March (Good Friday) 26 August
29 April 29 September
27 May 28 October
24 June
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Here is a flavour of what the PPC does. The Council meets in the
Parochial House monthly except for July and August. Each meeting
starts informally at 7.00 pm with tea and coffee giving members time
to chat before beginning business at 7. 20 pm with the aim of
concluding the meeting at 9.00 pm.

Each meeting starts with a scripture reading selected in turn by a
member who also leads the closing prayer. After the reading members
discuss the meaning of the selected scripture and how it relates both
to the parish and the PPC.

Standing items on the agenda include some time on formation –
looking at aspects of PPC work-reports from various sub groups,
communication, diocesan updates, in particular Living Church items,
Vatican news, areas of help needed by the Fr. Feargal and Sister Mary
and important Parish event dates.

The PPC sub groups include theWelcome Ministry, The Bereavement
Group, GIFT, Liturgy and Communications. During the past 12 months
business has involved:

Formation of a website/communications group,showing of Radharc
films,Members mission at Dromantine, the Rosary Mission, GIFT
programme, agreeing buying of new Laptop for Parish Centre, Church
UnityWeek, Journey through the Bible course, organising information
about the Living Church parish announcements, the Living Church
consultation.

Then there was the help in planning the vigil and subsequent
Ordination of Fr.Conor Mc Carthy, and the celebration of Sister Mary's
Golden Jubilee. There was the special Mass for children who have died
and the blessing and opening of the little Garden of Remembrance,
the annual Corpus Christi procession, and the annual Parish Assembly.

There are almost 40 different parish groups and as wemove forward we
hope to strengthen communication with each and the parish generally,
as well as help prepare the way for the new parish groupings involving
our neighbouring parishes. And in this latter matter we hope to hold an
event involving all six parishes to mark this special Year of Mercy.

We are acutely aware of the need to improve working
with the youth of the parish and the challenge of
encouraging more people to attend parish liturgical
events and so help continue the development of St.
Anne's as a parish vibrant in activity and strong in
making our Catholic faith more meaningful and
enjoyable in following and living the examples of God
in the Scriptures. Carole O'Hara

Special guest speaker at the Assembly,
Fr. Alan Mc Guckian SJ, the director of
the Diocesan Living Church office,
complemented the parish on reaching
out not only to St. Anne's parishioners,
but also those in our neighbouring
parishes.

He emphasised that the Diocese
wanted help from the various
communities in pastoral planning, the
way forward is slow but sure, he said.
“We must all look beyond local
boundaries ,”he stressed. “Our
challenge is to encourage personal
encounters with the Living God, that is
our mission in life. The church is alive, it
has much going for it, it is universal, be
an active part of it!”

The Parish Pastoral Council chairperson
Carole O'Hara welcomed
representatives from the parishes of
Derriaghy and Our Lady Queen of
Peace, and PPC secretary Gerry Carson
gave a brief review of PPC activities.

Presentations were given by David O'
Doherty (TheWelcome Ministry) ,
Margaret Magorrian (The GIFT
Programme), Sarah Lavery (Body
Builders), Gerry Carson
(Communications), Peter Agnew (The
Scouts) and Angelina Fusco (The Year
of Mercy).

Sister Mary lead the opening prayer
and Fr. Feargal gave the closing prayer
and thanks. A most worthwhile parish
occasion. Don't miss next years!

Martin Young

Parish Annual
Assembly 2015

Parish Pastoral
Council activities



Parish
St. Luke’s
Christ the Redeemer
St. Colman’s

Date
Sunday 20th Dec
Monday 21st Dec
Monday 22nd Dec

Time
7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm

Penitential Services - December 2015

Church
St. Anne’s
Nativity
Queen Of Peace
St. Luke’s
Christ The Redeemer
St. Colman’s
& St. Patrick’s

Vigils
7.30pm & 11pm
7.30pm & 9.30pm
7.30pm & 10pm
7.30pm & 11pm
7.30pm & 12 Mid.
7.30pm & 10pm
9.00pm & 12 Mid. .Irish

Morning
10am & 12.00noon
9.30am & 11.30am
10am & 12.00noon
10.30am
10.30am & 12.15pm

10.30am

ChristmasMasses 24th / 25th December 2015
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AHappy and
Holy Christmas
to all our readers from the
compilers and contributors

of your magazine

St. Anne’s Parish
Contact Details
Very Reverend Feargal Mc Grady PP
St. Anne’s Parochial House
Kingsway, Finaghy, Belfast BT10 0NE
Telephone: 90610112

Parish Sister: Sister Mary Murray
Telephone: 90610112

Parish Office and Parish Centre:
Telephone: 90610112
Parish website: www.saintannesparish.net

email: office@saintannesparish.net

St. Anne’s Parish Matters
Comments?
We hope you enjoyed this edition of the
parish magazine, so please get in touch if
you have a story of interest to the parish or
if you have suggestions for future features,
simply send an email to:
office@saintannesparish.net
with magazine editor in the subject line or
drop us a note to the editor,
c/o the parish office.

This edition of Parish Matters was produced by Gerry Carson (editor and photographs), Tony Bell ( design and layout),
David O' Doherty, Carole O' Hara, RonanWright and Martin Young. The printing was by the ladies of the Parish Office.

Ministry of Welcome
Thanks to theWelcome Ministry for providing
non-alcoholic punch and other refreshments
plus mince pies to all parishioners and visitors
after each Mass last weekend.

Even though it was the usual crush, the
atmosphere was just right and the craic great.
Next time the parish is improving the church we
must press for a bigger and wider porch!

St. Anne’s Parish
Christmas Services

Christmas Eve - Thursday 24th December
Vigil Mass at 7.30pm

Mass of the Nativity at 11pm
With Carol Singing at 10.40pm

Christmas Day Masses
10am and 12 noon

Carol Singing from 9.35am

Saturday (26th December)
Feast of St. Stephen

There will be no morning mass
Vigil Mass 6.30pm

Sunday: :Mass Times as usual

New Year’s Day
Feast of Mary Mother of God

&World Day of Peace
Mass at 10am




